VASSAR COLLEGE LIBRARY 
CT 2B 192: 


Og) ee eee A rey rr 


siecle 7<i 1 Swe 


Mi i i } 1 ti) 





ta 





Te 
Loh fn 





VOL. 15 TOBER 1, 1928 


N EW YORK STATE 


Spelling Bee. 


heed o 
aya tate 


ter oth z 





Spelling Bee Contestants at State Fair 


Rensselaer County Girl Wins State Spelling Bee 


Fiity-six county spelling champions competed tion, conducted the bee throughout the day, 
for state honors in the eleventh State Fair and with a deep understanding of the tense 
Spelling Bee held at the State Fair, Syracuse, moments through which the children’ were 
on August 28th. Eleven boys and 46 girls passing, detined each word and made it as clear 
represented their respective counties. as possible, to the end that the boys and girls 

The contest was held this year in the new’ might be affected to the least possible degree. 
Historical Agricultural Museum, and despite Doctor Graves had as his assistants, who 
the excessive heat of the day the lecture room corrected the written tests and acted as judges 
was filled to overflowing with those interested of the contest, the following school superin- 


in the contest; nor did the interest lag through- _tendents: Gertrude E. Hyde, Moira, Franklin 
out the long sweltering day. county; Mrs Maude S. Randall, Amenia, 


It was 5 o'clock in the afternoon beiore the Dutchess county; Ambrose J. Fry, Mineola, 
winners were determined. They were: first Nassau county; W. H. Garwood, Canaseraga, 
($50 in gold) Gladys Mae Flynn, East Green- Allegany county; H. S. G. Loveless, Phelps, 
bush, Rensselaer county; second ($25 in gold) Ontario county; and Mark B. Furman, East 
Merle Gedney, Ravena, Albany county; third Rochester, Monroe county 


($15 in gold) Donald Aiken, Wingdale, At 10.30 o'clock the boys and girls were in 
Dutchess county; fourth ($10 in gold) Helen their seats, pads and pencils in hand, ready for 
Dykeman, Patterson, Putnam county. Miss the first attack of 50 words, the first volley of 


‘lynn also received “ The Onondaga Cup,” a which was the word “exhibition.” When the 
silver trophy which is each year presented to papers were corrected, it was found that 25 
the state spelling champion by Proctor C. contestants had spelled every word correctly; 


Welch of Syracuse. 18 had misspelled one word; six, two words; 
The contest was held under the direction of four, three words; two, four words, and one, 
Berne A. Pyrke, Commissioner of Agriculture. five words. The words that seemed most 


Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Educa- troublesome were: “penance,” “ propagate ” 
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and “ Tennessee.” Seven thought there were 
three “n’s” in “ penance,” four spelled “ propa- 
gate” “propogate,” and six were uncertain 
about the ’ in “ Tennessee.” 


‘ce Gel “ee" 
The written test was followed by an oral 
spelldown ” from a list of 150 words, in which 
the 100 per cent contestants from the follow- 
ing counties participated: Albany, Allegany, 
Broome, Cayuga, Chemung, Delaware, Dutchess, 
Fulton, Genesee, Herkimer, Jefferson, Mad- 
ison, Montgomery, Nassau, Onondaga, Ontario, 
Orange, Otsego, Putnam, Rensselaer, St Law- 
rence, Schoharie, Ulster, Warren and Wash- 
ington. This resulted in two casualties. The 
Broome county contestant spelled “ gaiety” 


“ 


without the “e” and the girl from Herkimer 


“ 


with an “s” at the begin- 
ning of the last syllable. 


spelled “ criticism ’ 


Twenty-one were then eligible to take part in 
the 50-word written test that was next in order. 
In this test 17 scored 100 per cent; five mis- 
spelled one word—contestants from Genesee, 
Madison, Otsego, Jefferson and Fulton counties 
—and the Ontario county contestant found two 
words she could not spell. The most vexatious 


words in this test were: * innovation,” 
“bachelor,” “ presumptuous,” “ feign,” “ coun- 
selor ” and “ prejudice.” Two of the four boys 
who survived the first two tests met their 
Waterloo here. 

The fifth assault was oral—from a list of 
150 words—in which four girls had diff- 
culty with the words that were allotted to them. 
Violet O’Sick, of Washington county, could 
not manage “harbinger”; Fay Mitchell, of 
Chemung county, despite a second chance, care- 
lessly spelled “ beginner” “ biginner”; Marian 
Shaul, Schoharie county representative, failed 
on “antiquity” and Loraine Rogers, of Mont- 
gomery county, spelled “repetition” with an 
“i” instead of an “e” for the second syllable. 

At this time the boys and girls forgot the 
cares of the day for a few minutes to listen 
to Senator Charles Curtis, Republican nominee 
for Vice President, who was the honor guest 
at the Fair on Tuesday. Senator Curtis made 
a special request to Commissioner Pyrke that 
his itinerary for the day include the State 
Spelling Bee. He spoke to the contestants on 
the value of the work they were doing and of 
the importance of good spelling in whatever 
they might choose as their vocation in life. He 
said: “ We of today have come to depend too 
much on stenographers.” 


‘ 


Thirteen undaunted spellers then tackled a list 
of 75 words in a written test. In this case 13 
proved to be the proverbial unlucky number, 
since only four emerged with perfect papers. 
These were from the counties of Albany, 
Dutchess, Putnam and Rensselaer. Contestants 
from Allegany, Warren, Nassau, Onondaga and 
Orange counties misspelled one word each; the 
girls from Ulster and St Lawrence, two words 
each; Lois Cairns of Delaware county had 
trouble with three; and Catherine Ross of 
Cayuga county met with five perplexing words. 
In this test it was interesting to note that of 
the words misspelled, no two entrants found 
difficulty with the same word, excepting “ vacil- 
late” and “ingenious,” which were misspelled 
on two papers. 

The latter test determined the four winners 
of the prizes but not their respective standings. 
To these Doctor Graves gave a list of 15 
“stickers,” such as “procedure,” “ bouillon,” 
“ facetious,” “desuetude,” “mausoleum,” “ ton- 
sillitis” and “bacillus.” This test left a tie 
between Gladys Flynn, Rensselaer county, and 
Merle Gedney, Albany county, for first and 
second places, and decided third place in favor 
of Donald Aiken of Dutchess county, with 
Helen Dykeman of Putnam as fourth prize 
winner. 

Another list of ten words — liquefy, ex- 
chequer, bivouac, pantomime, cayenne, hemor- 
rhage, pseudonym, acquiesce, supersede and 
poignant — proclaimed Gladys Flynn as first 
prize winner by one word only. She left 
the second “h” out of “hemorrhage,” while 
Merle Gedney misspelled “cayenne” and 
“ pseudonym.” 

At the close of the strenuous day, a banquet 
was held at the clubhouse on the State Fair 
grounds, at which Doctor Graves presented the 
prizes to the winners, commending again the 
spirit of good feeling and _ sportsmanship 
demonstrated each year at the spelling contests. 
The secretary of agriculture of the state of 
New Jersey, William B. Duryee, spoke to the 
boys and girls on their importance in the 
scheme of things as the “coming generation,” 
reminding them of the responsibility that is 
theirs. Closing the program, Commissioner 
Pyrke presented to each county representative 
an engraved certificate for proficiency in 
spelling, bearing the seals of the State Education 
Department and of the State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets, and signed by the 
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respective Commissioners. Commissioner Pyrke 
called attention to the fact that each boy and 
girl present was a champion speller in his or 


her own right, and was indeed to be 


honored 


as representative of his county at the State Fair 


Spelling Bee. 


Following the banquet the contestants were 


the guests of the fair on the grandstand, where 


they viewed the night show and fireworks. 


On 
gotten. 
the 
the day. 


Wednesday 
A trip to the midway and a tour 


exhibits 


spelling 


at the Fair 


was 


was 


entirely for- 
of 
the order of 


The following is a list of the county repre- 


sentatives who competed in the 1928 contest, 


with the c¢ 


County 
Albany 
Allegany 
Broome 


Cattaraugus 
Cayuga 
Chautauqua 
Chemung 
Chenango 
Clinton 
Columbia 
Cortland 
Delaware 
Dutchess 
Erie 

Essex 
Franklin 
Fulton 
Genesee 
Greene 
Herkimer 
Jefferson 
Lewis 
Livingston 
Madison 
Monroe 
Montgomery 
Nassau 
Niagara 
Oneida 
Onondaga 
Ontario 
Orange 
Orleans 
Oswego 
Otsego 
Putnam 
Rensselaer 
Rockland 
St Lawrence 
Saratoga 


Schenectady 
Schoharie 
Schuyler 
Seneca 
Steuben 
Suffolk 
Sullivan 
Tioga 
Tompkins 
Ulster 
Warren 
Washington 
Wayne 
Westchester 
Wyoming 
Yates 


unty represented : 


Name 
Merle Gedney 
Leona Hadba 
Ethel O. Spearbeck 


Adele Jorenby 
Catherine Ross 
Victoria Lundquist 
Fay Mitchell 
Catherine O'Connor 
Eleanor Senecal 
Lena Keil 

Elizabeth Freeman 
Lois Cairns 

Donald Aiken 

Mary Alice Wright 
Ursula Tedesco 
Grace Cottle 
Gilbert Enser 
Enid Mathes 
Catherine F. 
Verva Tobias 
Carolyn E. Wood 
John Miller 
Dorothy L. Ke 
Yvette Mercier 
Reta Krenzer 
Loraine Reston Rogers 
Florence Fiore 
Dorothy Haner 

Vera M. Palmer 
Dorothea Gilson 

Ada Bounds 

Mabel Carroll 
Onnalee Lennen 
Lloyd Mount 

Kenneth Bush 

Helen Dykeman 
Gladys M. Flynn 
Marjorie Kalaidjian 
Jean Clifford 

Fanny Olney 


Helena Booth 
Marian Shaul 

Ethel Casselberry 
David Haskins 
Adair Brasted 
Genevieve H. Roberts 
Allen Lybolt (alternate) 
Helen Cade 

Max Tyler 

Adele Spalletta 
Irving Perkins 
Violet O’Sick 
Marjorie Johns 
David Scherman 
Mary Slack 
Clarence M. Ryal 


Minkler 


ting 


Address 
Ravena 
Wellsville 
Great Bend, P 

R. DD. 
Randolph 
Auburn, R. D. 9 
Jamestown 
Elmira 
Sherburne 
Champlain 
Philmont 
Blodgett Mills 


Batavia 
Palenville 
Tlion 
Dexter 
Lowville, 
Lima 
Vernon 
Webster 
Fonda 
Inwood 
Wilson 
Boonville 
Liverpool 
Shortsville 
Washinetonville 
Albion, R. D. 6 
Central Square 
Oneonta 

Patterson 

East Greenbush 
Nyack 

Winthrop 

Ballston Spa, 

R. D. 5 
Schenectady 
Cobleskill 
Montour Falls 

Jaterloo 
Hornell 
Patchogue 
Summitville 
Vaverly 
Ithaca, R, D. 4 
Ashokan 
Stony Creek 
Fort Edward 
Ontario 
New Rochelle 
Attica 
Penn Yan, R. D. 10 


R. D. 
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Rural Pupils Visit 
Granville High School 
A visiting day for pupils of the rural schools 
was held at the High 
School. Arrangements for the visit were made 
by Mrs Lena M. S. Brown, district superin- 


last spring Granville 


tendent of schools of the second district of 
Washington county, and by Claude F. 
McMaster, principal of the Granville High 
School. 

Sixty-three children from the rural schools 
of Granville and Hebron spent the day as 
guests of the pupils of the Granville High 
School, attending classes and learning by first- 
hand experience the educational advantages 


offered by the village school. The day ended 
with a play period in which village and country 
pupils participated and with the singing of a 
the fourth, fifth and sixth grades 
of the High School. 


Much benefit is believed to have resulted from 


cantata by 


Granville 


the visit. 


Changes Are Announced 
‘ re; ~ ‘ . 
in Village Superintendencies 
Changes in the superintendents of schools in 
nine villages of the State have been reported to 
the Department 
Place 
Haverstraw .........A. P. 
.Howard B. Eccleston 


The new superintendents are: 
Superintendent 
Burroughs 


Johnson City 


SOOT ss ces -Edward W. Spry 
See -Alfred C. Hamilton 
CO Pr Roy R. Allen 
eter BT ix caccses Leon J. Deming 
Penn Yan ...++++eCharles G. Hetherington 
Seneca Falls ........+ Hubert Mott 
oe Se ne . Edwin R. Van Kleeck 

In addition, as previously noted, two new 


superintendencies have been established during 
the past year, at Mount Kisco and at Malverne. 
H. M. Jennings is superintendent at the former 
village, and H. G. Berry is superintendent of 
the latter school system. 


——— 


The sixth annual meeting of the National 
Council on Schoolhouse Construction, of which 
Frank H. Wood, Director of the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department, 
is president, will be held on October 24th-26th 
at Raleigh, N. C. 
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The central school is giving besides the grade w« 


ll grades from the fourth grade t 


Town Official and Farmer Praises 


Typical of the satisfaction of residents of 
central high school districts toward the opera- 
tion of such a system of rural education is a 
letter which has recently been received at the 
Department from F. P. Grubel, supervisor of 


the town of Lewis in Lewis county. 








New Central Rural School at West Leyden 


three years of ign school wort nceludin dramatics, 


vear high sch 


Yentral Rural School 


In that county there has recently been estab- 
lished a central rural school at West Leyden, 
this being one of the more than 45 such districts 
which have been set up in all parts of the State. 
Mr Grubel’s letter is representative of the atti- 
tude of those who know from experience what 


the new plan means in improved educational 





Central Rural School Board of Education and District Superintendent of Schools 


Livery member of this board is a suci 


essful farmer living on a large dairy 


farm, and all are Grangers. 
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facilities for the boys and girls of the rural 
sections. The letter follows: 

I am writing not only as a public official but 
as a farmer and taxpayer. 

I was born and brought up in this community, 
educated in this old district, but the greater 
part of my education has been gathered from 
the school of experience. I have never consid- 
ered the central rural school from the point of 
equalized school taxes, which, however, is a great 
thing itself —especially where some poor dis- 
trict pays 150 per cent higher tax rate than 
another in the same township. But what | con- 
sider beyond money value is the advantage the 
boys and girls have in the central school. 

With a force of teachers of the best type — 
not overcrowded study rooms —each child has 
more personal attention in the central school 
than any other school; and when the child has 
made the eight grades, he wants to continue 
on into the high school work. 

I believe, however, that parents in the rural 
school districts should visit their schools, become 
acquainted with the teacher and see more of 
what their children are doing. If parents 
would take more personal interest in their chil- 
dren’s school life, New York State would be 
covered with central rural schools. 

Again let me thank the Department of Edu- 
cation for their interest in the boys and girls 
of the rural districts and I hope and trust that 
the time is not far distant when no child shall 
have less than a high school education. 


Former District 4, Now a Branch School of the 








SCHOOLS 21 


State Director Appeals for 
N. E. A. Memberships 


Declaring that New 
low in membership in the National Education 
Association, Dr William H. Holmes, 
tendent of schools at Mount Vernon and New 
York State 
issued an appeal to superintendents, 


York State ranks too 
superin- 


director of the association, has 


principals 
and teachers to become members of the organ- 


ization. Pointing out the service rendered by 


the association, he says: 

Some of the school systems under district 
superintendents have 100 per cent enrolment ; in 
others the teachers scarcely know there is such 
an organization as the N. E. A. although there 
is no doubt that it has done a most valuable 
piece of work in educating the public in the 
need of better salaries for teachers throughout 
the United States. Probably each teacher in 
the United States is benefiting to the extent of 
$100 more in the way of salary than would 
have been the case had the N.E. A. not been 
active for better salaries. 

[ believe that New York State, the richest 
and most populous state in the Union, yr 
have the largest membership in the N. E. / 
and in this way set the example of a high a 
fessional spirit before the teachers of the 


country. 


| 


} 


ml 


West Leyden Central District 
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Map of South America Used in Geography Classes 


Map Project Aids in Teaching Geography 


An interesting project in connection with the 
teaching of sixth grade geography has been 
worked out for the past two years in Newark. 
It consists of a floor map of South America 
upon which pupils place products of the dif- 
ferent sections. 

The map pictured above was made by the 
sixth grade of the Roosevelt School, of which 
Edmund Hochbrueckner is principal and teacher. 
Similar maps were made in other classes. The 
map in the Roosevelt School was constructed 


upon a stage platform. Building paper was 
placed upon the floor and a molding set around 
it to give the effect of a frame. The relief was 
made by sand and the outline by small pebbles. 
Each city and country was lettered. Pupils 
brought products from home, most of them in 
containers so that they could be taken off and 
replaced. A part of the class activity is to 
have pupils place and replace the products and 
the names and countries and cities as they study 
the geography of South America. 





Emma L. Johnston has retired as principal 
of the Maxwell Training School for Teachers 
serving 45 years in the 


in Brooklyn after 


Brooklyn schools. It is largely due to her 
efforts that the Maxwell Training School has 


attained its wide fame. 


Six new school buildings and four additions 
to old buildings have been opened by the New 
York City board of education this fall. The 
new schools include the Theodore Roosevelt 
High School with accommodations for 4620 
pupils. The sittings in the new buildings and 
additions total 14.327. 
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New York State Was Pioneer in Public Library Movement 


That New York State was the first state to 
establish a real system of public libraries and 
to follow up the initial foundation with con- 
tinuous support was the statement of Dr Frank 
P. Graves, President of The University of the 
State of New York and State Commissioner 
of Education, in an address on “ Public Libra- 
ries and State Education” at the meeting of 
the New York State Library Association on 
September 6th in Richfield Springs. 

As early as 1827, the Commissioner pointed 
out, Governor DeWitt Clinton proposed that 
libraries should be established in every rural 
district of the State. Less than three years 
later the State Superintendent of Common 
Schools, Azariah C. Flagg, suggested that 
active library work be undertaken in this State. 
In 1835 the Legislature passed the necessary 
legislation and from 1838 the State appropriated 
$55,000 a year for the support of public 
libraries. 

The Commissioner recalled, however, that the 
library movement in the State showed signs of 
deterioration so that in 1889 Dr Andrew S. 
Draper during his first term as State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction declared that the 
system of school district libraries had become 
inefficient and a new plan of public library 
promotion was needed. Events from then on 
came swiftly. In that same year the Board of 
Regents devoted the annual Convocation to the 


discussion of libraries and adult education, and 
Melvil Dewey was chosen to the dual position 
of Secretary to the Board of Regents and 
Director of the State Library. A modern 
library law recognizing public libraries as edu- 
cational institutions and admitting them as 
members of the University was soon enacted 
and traveling libraries and study clubs were 
widely promoted. When Doctor Draper re- 
turned to Albany in 1904 as Commissioner of 
Education, Doctor Graves continued, he demon- 
strated the same concern for the progress of 
libraries that he had as superintendent and 
made it evident that the movement for public 
country schools should be accompanied by a 
parallel library movement. His work was con- 
tinued by Commissioner John H. Finley and 
in the years following, the Commissioner 
declared, the Board of Regents and the State 
Education Department have always expressed a 
belief in the necessity of strengthening the 
resources and efficiency of public libraries. 

The one problem particularly pressing at this 
time, the Commissioner said, is that of insti- 
tuting and maintaining county libraries. In this 
connection he advocated more generous state 
aid for such libraries and urged that New York, 
as the first commonwealth to establish a state- 
wide system of public libraries, should not 
permit a number of states to surpass her in 
planning county libraries for the rural districts. 





Dr Sherman C. Bishop 
Resigns as State Zoologist 


Dr Sherman C. Bishop has resigned as State 
Zoologist to accept a position in the University 
of Rochester. His resignation is a distinct loss 
to the State. 

Doctor Bishop is a graduate of Cornell Uni- 
versity and holds the degrees of bachelor of 
science and doctor of philosophy. He came to 
the State Museum in 1916 from Cornell Uni- 
versity where he had served as a member of the 
faculty. He has written a number of publica- 
tions that have brought prestige to him and to 
the State Museum. 


Articles Worth $121,187 Made 
in Buffalo Evening Schools 


At an actual cost of $62,483 articles valued 
conservatively at $121,187 were made by pupils 
in evening schools of Buffalo last year. The 
6922 persons enrolled turned out 27,599 articles, 
comprising clothing, dress accessories, em- 
broidery work, woven goods, quilts, basketry, 
reed work, furniture and other household fur- 
nishings. The evening classes specialized last 
year in making over old clothing, and hundreds 
of well-made garments were produced at little 
cost other than the expenditure of time and 
effort. 
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rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 








~ OCTOBER 1, 1928 


The Convocation 


Widespread interest in the Convocation of 
The University of the State of New York to 
be held Thursday and Friday, October 18th and 
19th, has been aroused as a result of the 
announcement that the sessions will be devoted 
to a consideration of educational research with 
outstanding leaders in the fields of education 
and business as the speakers. Schoolmen 
throughout the State are commending the pro- 
gram and are indicating their intention to attend 
the sessions and to have as many of their staff 
as possible present at the Convocation. 

This interest is the result of a realization by 
the school officials that there has been too little 
attention paid to research in education. As 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
pointed out in a recent address, education, which 
is the basal science through which an under- 
standing of all other lines is advanced, has 
received little recognition while great strides 
have been made in research in other professions, 
in industry and in business. The Commissioner 
concluded, however, that although educational 
research has been seriously delayed, it has made 
a good start in becoming a science and it must 
continue to develop in this direction. 

“There is a crying need,” the Commissioner 
declared, “ for research in education. An inter- 
est which involves the expenditure of more than 
two billion dollars each year, and, what is of 
far greater importance, concerns the welfare 
and future of thirty million boys and girls, 
should not be subject to the hazards of guess- 
work and waste. Where the demand for school 


efficiency and educational results is so great, 
the means for satisfying it must soon be found 
and due credit be given those who carefully 
conduct the search.” 

The Convocation program is planned to do 
its share in meeting these needs. At the first 
session of the Convocation on October 18th the 
theme “ Value of Research” will be discussed. 
The speakers and their topics are: Dr B. R. 
Buckingham, professor of the Graduate School 
of Education of Harvard University, on “ The 
Philosophy and Organization of Research”; 
and Dr Frederick P. Keppel, president of the 
Carnegie Corporation, on “Measuring the 
Effects of Surveys.” Dr Richard E. Sykes, 
president of St Lawrence University, will 
preside. An honorary degree will be conferred, 
the presentation being made by Regent Walter 
Guest Kellogg. This first session will be 
opened and closed by Vice Chancellor Adelbert 
Mcot. 

The theme of the second session will be 
“Research in Industry and Business.” Dr 
Charles W. Flint, president of Syracuse Univer- 
sity, will preside after the session is opened by 
Regent Kellogg. Owen D. Young, chairman 
of the board of the General Electric Company, 
will speak on “Contribution of Research to 
Industry,” and Edward A. Filene, president of 
William Filene’s Sons, Boston, will discuss 
“Contributions of Research to Business.” His 
address will be followed by a motion picture 
on the general topic of the value of research 
in industry. 

“Curriculum Research” will be the theme 
of the third session, which will be opened by 
Chancellor Chester S. Lord. Dr F. B. Robin- 
son, president of the College of the City of 
New York, will preside. The speakers and 
their topics will be: Dr W. W. Charters, 
director of the Bureau of Educational Research, 
Ohio State University, on “ The Use of Activity 
Analysis in Curriculum Construction”; Dr 
Edward Lee Thorndyke, professor of educa- 
tional psychology, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, on “The Future of Curriculum 
Research.” 

Several features have been planned to add to 
the interest of the Convocation program. These 
include a reception tendered by the Board of 
Regents and Commissioner of Education to the 
delegates and invited guests on Thursday after- 
noon, at which time refreshments will be served 
and a musical program will be given by the 
orchestra and chorus of the State Normal 


’ 
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School at Potsdam. This will be followed by 
the dedication of the Joseph Henry monument 
in Capitol Park. At the session on Thursday 
evening selections will be played by the orches- 
tra of the Potsdam State Normal School. The 
Schenectady High School orchestra will play at 
the Friday morning session and the Troy High 
School orchestra at the Friday afternoon 
session 


O ~ 


Doctor Graves Honored 
by Phi Beta Kappa 

Dr Frank P. Graves, President of The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York and State 
Commissioner of Education, has been notified 
of his election to membership in the Senate of 
Phi Beta Kappa, national honorary society, at 
the 16th National Council of Phi Beta Kappa 
held recently in Delaware, Ohio. Others who 
were elected senators at the same time as Com- 
missioner Graves are John W. Davis, Raymond 
B. Fosdick and Dwight W. Morrow. 

The Phi Beta Kappa Senate is the executive 
committee of the national organization of Phi 
Beta Kappa. 
garded as a high honor. 


Election to membership is re- 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 

University Convocation, Albany, October 18th 
and 19th 

New York State Teachers Association, northern 
section, Potsdam, October 4th and 5th; 
western section, Buffalo, November 2d and 
3d; central western section, Rochester, No- 
vember 2d and 3d; central section, Utica, 
October 26th and 27th; eastern section, 
Schenectady, October 25th and 26th; southern 
section, Ithaca, November 9th and 10th; 
southeastern section, New York City, Octo- 
ber 26th and 27th 

Associated Academic 
December 27th-29th 

Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Cleveland, Ohio, February 24-28, 1929 

Teachers’ conferences: first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth districts of Chautauqua 
county, Fredonia, October 11th; first, second 
and third districts of Essex county, Lake 
Placid, October 9th, 10th and 11th; second 
district of Steuben county, Campbell, October 
15th; first, second, third, fourth, fifth and 


Principals, Syracuse, 


sixth districts of Jefferson county, Water- 
town, November Ist and 2d 





Flag Contests Announced 
for New York State Pupils 


Annual flag contests, which this year will be 
confined to the 13 original have 
announced by the National Flag Association 
The objects of these contests are: (1) to 
spread understanding and develop appreciation 


states, been 


of American ideals and institutions among boys 
and girls; (2) to foster reverence for the flag 
of the United States as the symbol of these 
ideals and institutions. 

The contests will consist of a certain number 
of questions about the history, symbolism, dis- 
play flag, flag laws, 
for which the 
physical 
and an essay 
on the flag, the Constitution of the United 
States, the Declaration of Independence or 
some other subject. The 
memorized and recited and the recitations are 


and veneration of the 
American ideals and institutions 
flag stands, America’s progress, 


grandeur and natural resources; 


essays are to be 


to be made occasions of public activities of 
patriotic nature. 

The prizes will consist of flag medals, life 
membership in the Order of the Flag, which is 
headed by Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, and 
testimonials of honorable mention. The winner 
of the state prize will be given a trip to Wash- 
ington, where he or she will be presented with 
the Cross of Honor of the United States Flag 
Association, and the national 
prize will be given a trip to Fort McHenry, 
Maryland, where Francis Scott Key 
inspired to write “ The Star-spangled Banner,” 
and a trip to Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 


winner of the 


was 


The contests have been indorsed by the Com- 
missioner of Education, Frank P. Graves. In 
a letter to Colonel James A. Moss, Director 
General of the Association, he wrote: 

I have been interested to learn what you say 
about the plan of the United States Flag Asso- 
ciation to hold annual flag contests. It is im- 
portant that our future citizens should become 
acquainted with the ideals, traditions, and insti- 
tutions symbolized by the American flag. 

The Commissioner pointed out in his letter 
to Colonel Moss, however, that it will be neces- 
sary for each locality to decide for itself 
whether or not the pupils in its school can take 
part in these contests. 

Further information regarding the contests 
may be obtained from the United States Flag 
Association, 923 15th street N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 





THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 















$250,000 School Planned 
for Long Island Central District 


* 


By a vote of 60 to 3, the proposition to issue 
bonds for $250,000 for the construction and 
equipment of a central high school at Kings 
Park was carried on September 6th. This dis- 
trict, known as Central School District 5, Kings 
Park, is the first such district to be established 
on Long Island. 

The proposed new building will be of fire- 
proof construction faced with red brick and 
stone or terra cotta trim. The plans make 
provision for a modern school with rooms for 
special subjects and with possibilities of future 
expansion. 

The school is under the supervision of 
Leonard J. Smith, superintendent of schools of 
the third district of Suffolk county. 

saitealitiiiiian 

Two Watertown teachers who have served 
for long terms have submitted their resignations. 
They are Mary Lawyer, principal of the 
Arsenal Street School since 1882, and Fannie 
Allen, teacher in the Mullin Street School since 
1889. Miss Lawyer had previous teaching 
experience in Pamelia before she was appointed 
teacher in the Arsenal Street School in 1881. 
She became principal of the school the follow- 
ing year. Miss Allen began her teaching career 
in Lewis county in 1887. Both have served the 
schools faithfully and retire with the com- 
mendation of the school officials and pupils of 


the schools. 
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Proposed Building at Kings Park 


Research Fellowship Award 
Is Open to Women Teachers 
A fellowship carrying a stipend of $1000 is 
offered by Pi Lambda, Theta, honorary educa- 
tion fraternity for women, to a woman who 
wishes to devote herself to research in educa- 
tion. The candidate for the scholarship, which 
is known as the Ella Victoria Dobbs fellowship, 
is required to have at least the degree of master 
of arts from a graduate school of recognized 
worth. In addition, she must have shown 
notable skill in teaching and significant ac- 
complishment in research and have definite plans 
for further research. Further information and 
application blanks may be secured from the 
secretary of the committee on award, Delia E. 
Kibbe, State Department of Public Instruction, 
Madison, Wis. 


Interesting Bulletin Issued 
by District Superintendent 

General announcements and school notes of 
interest to teachers in the second supervisory 
district of Madison county are contained in an 
attractive monthly publication issued by District 
Superintendent of Schools A. I. Tyler. Good 
illustrations are a feature of this mimeographed 
bulletin. 

— 

An appropriation of $45,000 for a new school 
was voted at a special meeting at Greenwood 
Lake on September 6th. 











ers 
0 is 
uca- 
who 
uca- 
hich 
ship, 
ster 
ized 
own 

ac- 
lans 
and 

the 
2 E. 


tion, 


ent 
s of 
sory 
1 an 
trict 


phed 


hool 





BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 27 


Niagara Falls Pupil Heads University Scholarship List 


The honor list of University scholarship win- 
ners is headed this year by Faust L. Bellegia, 
a graduate in June of the Niagara Falls High 
School. He earned a college entrance diploma 
with an average of 98.18 in Regents exam- 
inations. 





Faust L. Bellegia 


This award is the latest of a number of 
school honors which the young student has 
earned. He was the winner of the state scholar- 
ship in Cornell University, having placed 
highest in the competition in Niagara county. 
In addition he earned 12 medals by his scholastic 
record in every subject that he studied in high 
school. He was also the winner of the first 
prize for the best argumentative essay by a 
senior pupil in the Niagara Falls High School 
on a familiar subject. 

Mr Bellegia was also active in extracur- 
ricular activities of his school, having served 
on class committees, as chairman of the edi- 
torial committee of the senior year book, and 
having been a member of the school orchestra, 


band, debating society, science club and student 
council. 

At Cornell University, at which he matricu- 
lated this fall, Mr Bellegia intends to major 
in mathematics and science and plans to take 
postgraduate courses with a view to entering 
scientific research or teaching. 

The increase in the number of pupils who 
win University scholarships with an average of 
90 per cent or higher is a notable feature of 
the list of winners. On the honor list this 
year there are 856 names. The number on the 
honor list for the four previous years follows: 


REET ee ea oe 770 
OE A See een 529 
ae hoe ace Gaahaeeeda sie 431 
RES EE eerie aya ya Sear ge erie 320 


The ten highest on the list this year are: 


Name Per cent High school 
Bellegia, Faust L...... 98.18 Niagara Falls H. S. 
Muraskin, Estelle ..... 97.95 Wadleigh H. S., New 

"ork 
Glass, Sylvia G....... 97.67 Hunter College, H. S. 
Dep't, New York 
Myers, Beatrice E..... 97.56 Utica Free Academy 
Hatch, Patricia ...... 97.42 Saugerties H. S, 
Miller, Ruth P........ 97.36 Ithaca H. S 
Rieker, Robert A...... 97.15 Hutchinson-Central 


H. S., Buffalo 
seeene 97.03 Newtown H, S., Elm 
hurst 
Rosenfield, Berthold R. 96.84 Fosdick-Masten Park 
H. S., Buffalo 
5 James Monroe H. S., 
New York 


Landa, Minnie .. 


Rubenstein, Lee ...... 96. 


William Noyes is Dead ; 
Served in Rehabilitation Bureau 


William Noyes, a member of the Albany 
office of the Rehabilitation Bureau of the 
Vocational and Extension Education Division of 
the Department, died on July 8th after having 
been stricken by heat prostration. His death 
came as a severe shock to his associates in the 
State Education Department. 

Mr Noyes was a graduate of Amherst Col- 
lege and of the Amherst Theological Seminary. 
He served for seven years as a teacher in Japan. 
Later he held positions as teacher of vocational 
education in different parts of the country and 
during the World War he was a member of 
the staff of the Federal Board for Vocational 
Education. He had been connected with the 
State Education Department for seven years. 

Mr Noyes was also known as an amateur 
photographer. 
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Walden Junior-Senior High School Is Modern Structure 


The beautiful new Walden Junior-Senior 
High School building has been completed and 
is in use this fall. The imposing structure, 
which is an educational landmark in Orange 
county, was dedicated with exercises held in 
the new auditorium-gymnasium in March. 

The building, of which only the main en- 
trance facade is shown above, is a beautiful 
example of modern school architecture. It was 
constructed at a cost of about $300,000. The 
auditorium-gymnasium seats 800 persons when 
used as an auditorium. It will seat 400 spec- 


tators at basketball games. Through efforts of 
the teachers, excellent stage equipment is being 
provided. 

The special rooms are a feature of the build- 
ing. The gymnasium is equipped for a full 
program of physical education, the apparatus 
including anthropometric equipment designed to 
facilitate preventive and corrective physical 
education work. The science laboratory suite 
is fitted with the special science desks and with 
an aquarium and vinarium. The art room has 


(Concluded on page 30) 
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Local History of New York State 
The Fight at Cobleskill 











Old Stone Church at Schoharie 


On Saturday, May 30, 1778, the little com- 
munity at Cobleskill was woefully conscious 
that the war had reached it. Its name stands 
first in a list of encounters which it would be 
an abuse of language to describe as military, 
because of the outrages inflicted that day on 
the unarmed and helpless, but which had never- 
theless a military object, to weaken the Tryon 
county militia and deprive the American armies 
of large supplies of cattle, grain and provisions. 

It should not be supposed that patriotic 
Cobleskill had rested up to this time in stolid 
security. Knowing the close relationship of 
the Schoharie Indians with the Six Nations and 
the influence of the Johnsons over both, the 
inhabitants had keen apprehensions of danger, 


which were not quieted when some of their red 
neighbors were spied skulking about in the 
near-by forest. A small company was formed 
for home protection, Christian Brown being 
captain and Jacob Borst lieutenant. On appeal 
to the commander of the Middle Fort near 
Middleburg, a slender detachment, led by Cap 
tain Patrick, a Massachusetts officer, came to 
Cobleskill, and a few volunteers from the 
Lower Fort (the old stone church at Schoharie) 
raised the little army on that Saturday morning 
to 50 men, regulars and militia. 

A slight affray on the day before in which 
a Schoharie Indian was killed by a scout in the 
woods perhaps hastened an attack; but the 
mixed force under Captain Patrick was little 
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surprised when a party of Indians appeared 
close at hand and then retreated. The order to 
pursue was given, and the urgent reminder of 
Captain Brown that the enemy in strength 
might be lurking near was silenced by the too 
ready charge of cowardice. Caution subsided 
before rage of battle. The decoy was followed 
until Schoharie’s defenders found themselves 
confronted by a body of Indians from three 
hundred to four hundred strong, led by Brant 
himself. 

The fight was waged in the Indian fashion, 
from behind the covert of trees, until the fall 
of Captain Patrick and the tightening of the 
ring which the Indians soon formed by their 
superior numbers compelled the retirement of 
the Americans. Captain Brown conducted the 
retreat with skill; but three regulars and two 
militiamen, seeking refuge in the house of 
George Warner, fell victims to the fury of the 
enemy, three perishing when the house was 
fired, one shot in an effort to escape and one, 
a prisoner, dying by torture. The loss of the 
whites was 23 killed, eight or nine wounded 
and two captured. The red men lost 25 killed 
and seven wounded, who died in the return of 
the band to Canada. The enemy lingered long 
enough at Cobleskill to plunder and destroy 
houses and other property. 

A story which clings to this conflict reveals 
a generous trait of Joseph Brant as well as the 
power which a sense of human brotherhood may 
exert when evoked. A Massachusetts lieuten- 
ant in a position of extreme danger gave a 
Masonic sign to the Mohawk chieftain, who 
rushed to the spot and saved his enemy’s life. 

Scliiiaiieas 


Museum Used Extensively 
by School Children 
A new school service building in connection 
with the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory was recently dedicated in New York City. 
It was stated at the dedication exercises by the 
superintendent of schools of the city that during 
the one year 1927 nearly 6,000,000 children had 
profited directly by the educational activities of 
the museum. Nature-study collections during 
that year were used by 765,790 pupils, lantern 
slides were shown to 4,358,423, and moving- 
picture films to 530,955 pupils. Teachers and 


pupils to the number of 171,769 attended lec- 
‘tures, and 32,592 attended library loan exhibits. 
Nine hundred seventy special collections are 
circulated in the schools. 


Walden High School 

Is Modern Structure 

(Concluded from page 28) 

modern art tables, shadow boxes and models of 
various phases of art. Besides the adminis- 
trative offices, there are offices for the school 
physician and specialist in pupil 
counseling, the supervisor of primary grades 
and the physical director. 

Edward Bardsley is president of the board 
Edwin R. Van Kleeck is super- 
intendent of schools. Alfred S. Bassette was 
superintendent during construction of the 
building. Gerard W. Betz of Kingston was the 
architect. 

The principal address at the dedication last 
spring was delivered by Dr George M. Wiley, 
Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Educa- 
tion. The program also included other ad- 
dresses, the presentation and acceptance of a 
Bible and an American flag, singing by the high 
school girls and selections by the high school 
orchestra. 

Members of the board of education during 
the construction and at present, besides Presi- 
dent Bardsley, were: Joseph M. Park, C. Fred 
Fowler, Jesse DuBois, Marion S. Bernhard, 
Mark B. Traver, T. L. Millspaugh 2d, Samuel 
J. White, G. R. Bartlett, George W. Birch and 
J. A. MacCracken. 


—_o-———_- 


Phi Beta Kappa Offers 
Speakers to High Schools 

Through its committee on educational work, 
the Upper Hudson Association of Phi Beta 
Kappa announces that the practice of sending 
speakers to talk on “The Value of Scholar- 
ship” in the high schools of the capital district 
will be continued during 1928-29. 

These activities will be restricted to cities 
and villages that can be reached in a single 
day’s journey from Albany. The secretary of 
the committee is sending to the principals of 
the schools selected an announcement of the 
program of the committee and a list of the 
available speakers. Although the committee 
will be glad to have the principal of the high 
school select the speaker desired, -it can promise 
only to send the speaker that may be available 
at the particular time agreed upon by the com- 
mittee and the principal. 

Further information may be obtained from 
the secretary, Dr Henry L. Taylor, Graceland, 
Delaware avenue, Albany, N. Y. 
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Self-Control Diploma Aids Character Training 


The self-control diploma as a means of 
character training is used successfully at the 
Yorkville Junior High School in New York 
City, of which Albert Loewinthan is principal. 

The self-control diploma is presented as the 
highest honorary award of the school to those 
classes which by evident industrious self- 
direction for a continuous length of time win 
the approval of teachers and pupil leaders. 
Self-direction of the group is guided by the 
school ideals, is stimulated by merited com- 
mendation and tends to crystallize public opinion 
which reacts constructively upon individual 
wrong-doers. 

A summary of a statement outlining the plan 
follows: 


The aim of education in the school is the 
development of character, since character is the 
foundation of true living. Character training 
goes on throughout the school at all times, 
(1) incidentally, (2) by precept of faculty and 
pupil leaders, (3) by example of faculty and 
pupil leaders. 

The results of the character training are 
seen in the general courtesy of the children, 
in the attitude of the children toward public 
property, toward their elders, toward one 
another in school and toward their obligations 
in their everyday lives. 

The definite objectives are: (1) to make the 
ideals of the school functioning ideals, (2) to 
have each class strive to win a self-control 
diploma, (3) to develop responsibility, initia- 
tive and leadership. The school ideals are: 
effort, cleanliness, courtesy, perseverance, 
service, self-control. 

These school ideals are made to function by 
the following methods: (1) They are presented 
to the entire school by the principal at yard 
gatherings and open-air assemblies; they are 
presented to incoming classes by the principal 
at group assemblies; they are made the center 
of assembly programs by assembly leaders, 
being brought to the pupils in recitations, 
speeches, discussion of problems, socialized 
presentations, dramatizations etc.; they are kept 
alive through the school paper and constantly 
referred to by teachers and supervisors, through 
charts posted in each room and through notices 
to teachers and pupils; they are made topics 
in oral and written English ; they are made a 
part of the functioning aspect of the child’s 
everyday life by being brought to bear in the 
solution of conduct situations. 

The self-control diploma is awarded to a 
class and not to an individual. The three 


clearly defined periods in the process of work- 
ing for a self-control diploma are the period 
of preparation, the period of probation and the 
period of possession. 

After showing a marked degree of self- 
control during the period of preparation, the 


pupils petition the principal for a self-control 
diploma, this petition being virtually a pledge 
by every pupil to be quiet, orderly, busy and 
courteous at all times. If the petition 1s ap- 
proved by all the teachers to whom the class 
reports, the class is placed on probation for 
two weeks, and if then the application is con- 
sidered favorably by the teachers, the diploma 
is awarded by the principal at a _ general 
assembly and with considerable ceremony. The 
diploma is the official property of the class as 
long as the class lives up to the standards set 
for the award. 

Results of the plan were summarized in a 
report of teachers, who stated that the discip- 
linary problem is minimized and that it has 
helped greatly in character building. 


—__ Q-——_ 


School Officials Abolish 
Coaching during Athletic Games 


Unanimous indorsement of the principle of 
giving school players control over their own 
contests during the progress of athletic games 
was given by city and village superintendents 
of schools and high school principals of north- 
eastern New York at a conference held on 
June 7th in Albany. The meeting was called 
for the purpose of seeking more complete en- 
forcement and broader extension of the policy 
of making athletics educative 
through providing pupils with more freedom 


school more 


for initiative, resourcefulness and self-reliance 
in the conduct of athletic contests. The resolu- 
tion adopted by the conference follows: 

We pledge our support to the principle em- 
braced in General Regulation No. 1 (which 
gives to players themselves control over their 
own contests during game time) and agree to 
direct the activities of the physical education 
departments in our respective schools to carry 
out this regulation in letter and in spirit; 
further, that school administrators hold them- 
selves responsible for the enforcement of the 
principle in their local communities; further, 
that the regulation be applied to all interschool 
and intraschool athletic contests, whether or not 
it is adhered to by opponents; further, that any 
deviation from carrying out the letter of this 
regulation shall be considered educational mal- 
practice ; and further, that it shall be considered 
unprofessional to continue coaching athletics in 
these schools without adhering to thé principle 
involved in said regulation. 

At a similar meeting held at the same time 
19 representatives of physical education depart- 
ments in the northeastern section of the State 
also pledged themselves to carry out the letter 
and spirit of the general regulation prohibiting 
sideline coaching. 
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Notes from the Field 


Taxpayers of Highland Falls voted on Sep- 
tember 6th to issue bonds for $275,000 for a new 


high school building. 


Construction of a new school to cost $220,000 
was authorized at a special meeting in Carmel 
on September 18th. The building will be 
erected on a site of ten acres. 


Al101m-S28-15,000(6807) 


The proposition to build a new school at a 
cost of $20,000 was approved at a special 
meeting on August 30th in Millport 


wee 

The new Alexandria Bay High School was 
dedicated on August 31st. The building is of 
colonial design and contains in addition to 
adequate classrooms, a gymnasium, an audi 
torium, laboratories, rooms for the vocational 
department and offices. 
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